282          THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
In the next year the grant of istdvd leases in the subdivision of Chalisgaon was authorized with several stringent provisions. No ryots were to be brought in from other villages but by the permission of the authorities ; if such were brought in without leave, the revenue paid by them was to be added to the rental plus 50 per cent, of the rent paid in their own villages. Any unwarranted cess or rent levied was to be paid three times over in addition to the istdvd rental. Land taken up by a ryot at favourable rates for a term of years was, at the expiration of the term, to form part of his permanent holding, and he was to be responsible for it until it was transferred to someone else. If the revenue fell off in the year after the expiration of the term of istdvd9 the farmer was to pay the difference. All deficiencies during its term were to be made good, and all profits to go to the farmer, who was to nave the benefit of the proceeds of all alienated land, and of all land of which the mortgage might expire, during its currency. If instalments of revenue were not punctually paid, satisfactory security was to be given.
In 1826 Government, on the recommendation of the Collector, authorized the levy for twenty years of all assessments on lands held by Bhils at half rates, in order to encourage that unruly class to take to cultivation. On the 28th October in this year the offi.ce of Commissioner in the Deccan was abolished, and the Collectors placed in direct communication with Government.
In 1827 further encouragement to re-establish deserted villages was given by giving a rent-free period of two years instead of one, as liad heretofore been allowed, and by the grant of larger cash advances. The istdvd- farm system was reported to have been unsuccessful in the subdivisions of Malegdon, Dhulia, and Nandur-bar, as well as in Itfavupura, where the plough-tax system, for which a Mgha rate had only been substituted a few years, was also proposed for renewal at Rs, 11 a plough, as more suited to the Bhfls, who were becoming more civilized and settling down to agriculture.
In 1828 the prico of grain was reported to have fallen so much, that the ryots were in great distress and living from hand to mouth. Javdri, which had been 16 seers the rupee when the settlement was made in 1819, had fallen to 52 seers, and some*